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Commanders Corner

A reminder to all Legionnaires, May is time for the elections, they will be held on Tuesday,
May19th at the General Meeting. Everyone attending the meeting must be in possession of
your current 2026 American Legion Card.

| have enjoyed representing our members as your Commander and asking you for your support
for one more year. You are my family and the board and | are continually trying to improve the
Post and look forward to that opportunity.

Finally, after almost 8 months we have new information regarding the back-up generator!

The post will be closed all day, Wednesday, May 6th for the final installation of the
generator and will re-open per nhormal schedule on Thursday.

District 3 Constitutional Conference will be held on Saturday, May 16 at 4:00. This is where our
District Officers are elected and any revisions to policies and procedures are voted on. All
members are encouraged to attend and show our strength within the District. Lunch will be
provided from 1-3 pm and is being provided by Post 423.

On Monday, May 25th, the post will recognize Memorial day with a program to be held in the
bingo hall, there will be a dignified flag disposal, Post Everlasting for members we have lost this
year in their remembrance.

Saturday, May 30th we will have our Employee/Volunteer appreciation dinner, invitations have
been sent, PLEASE RSVP prior to May 15th as this is being catered so ALL employees and
volunteers may enjoy their recognition.

Bingo is every Sun, Mon and Thurs, afternoon begins at 3:00 and evening at 6:45.

Queen of Hearts every Saturday at 6:00 in the lounge.

Draft beer every Wednesday and Saturday $1.75 all day

VOLUNTEER OF THE MONTH IS
CAROLYN ANDERSON
THANK YOU FOR ALL YOU AND ALL OUR VOLUNTEERS DO!
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Commanders Corner (Cont.)

Friday
Saturday
Saturday
Tuesday
Friday
Saturday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Friday
Saturday

Saturday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Friday
Saturday
Saturday
Monday
Tuesday
Friday
Saturday

May 1
May 2
May 2
May 5
May 8
May 9
May 12
May 13
May 15
May 16

May 16
May 18
May 19
May 20
May 22
May 23
May 23
May 25
May 26
May 29
May 30

Sea Cadet Friday dinner with karaoke
Sea Cadet Drill

Paddle Auction

Son’s and Marine Corp League meeting
American Legion Friday night dinner
SAL Roadkill

Legion/Auxiliary E-Board

Auxiliary/Quilts sewing class

Auxiliary Friday Dinner benefitting CVMA
DCC (lunch from 1-3pm)

Paddle Auction

DAV meeting

Legion/Auxiliary meeting- Board elections
Honor Guard meeting

SAL Friday dinner

Auxiliary/ Quilts sewing class

Rider’s Roadkill

Memorial Day Observation

Rider's meeting and elections

Rider’'s Friday Dinner
Employee/Volunteer appreciation dinner

5:30-7:30
8:00-3:30
5:00-7:00
6:30
5:30-7:30
5:00-7:00
6:30

9:00 am
5:30-7:30
4:00
5:00-7:00
4:00-4:45
6:30
11:00
5:30-7:30
10:00
6:00-8:00
11:00-3:00
6:30
5:30-7:30
5:30-8:30
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Chaplain

As we enter the month of May, we find ourselves in a season filled with both responsibility and reflection.
It is a time when we look ahead with hope, while also looking back with deep gratitude.

This month, we prepare for one of the most sacred days we observe—Memorial Day. It is more than a
holiday; it is a solemn reminder of the men and women who gave their lives in service to our nation.
Their sacrifice is not forgotten, and it is our duty to honor them not only in ceremony, but in how we live
each day—uwith unity, respect, and a continued commitment to serving others.

May also brings an important time for our Post as we hold our officer elections. Leadership within the
American Legion is not just about titles—it is about service, dedication, and a willingness to carry
forward the mission of supporting our veterans, our families, and our community. | encourage each
member to be prayerful and thoughtful during this process, supporting those who step forward to lead
and remaining united as one Post family.

We are in a time where rain is much needed for our land, our crops, and our community. Just as we
depend on one another, we also depend on God's provision. Let this be a time where we come together

in faith, asking for His blessings not only in our Post, but in our environment and daily lives.

Through it all, let us continue to be a light in our community—checking on one another, lifting each other
up, and remembering that no one stands alone here at Post 57.

For God and Country,

William Bell
Chaplain

POST 57
*

*

*MEMORIAL DAY ~

Observance and Post Everlasting Ceremony
May 25" at 11:00am
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Membership LEGIoN | BETEQONE

Welcome to May Military Month!

Post goal: 840

Percentage of goal Achieved: 110.36%

Total Paid Memberships: 927

New Members: 205

Renewals: 639

Transfers from 400and 400_AD (cyber posts): 15
Transfers in: 60

Transfers out: 39

Our current numbers for the year are: 943 paid members 112.26% 209 new members for Approximately

Let’s all welcome our new members and our transfers voted in on April 21, 2026:

Jessica Thomas USN Constance Palsroc USN
Mary Rudd USAF James Free USAF
William Woods Usmc Trey Weed USN AD
Bobby Boatwright Usmc Trevor Parnell USA
Bill Phillips USA Joseph Luiso USA
Ricky Ford USA Kelly Riggins USA
Stanley Gray USA Herbert McDougal USAF
Darren Homan USN Esther Bruno USA
Stephen Rodgers USN Billie Boyd USA
Wallace Jones USA David Speakman USA
Frank Brach USAF

Just a reminder...Early Bird renewals begin on July 1, 2026. You will start seeing renewal notices in
August 2026.

We are still at number 4 for new members but are the only post in that category with over 101% of goal.
Post 138 has just made 100.24% and Lady Lake and Madeira Beach are very close to their 100%.| want
to extend our thanks for a job well done to all our members who keep recruiting to our post! We are well
on our way to being the largest Post in all of North Florida. This has always been a personal goal of
mine and | think we can do it!! We have passed Middleburg Post 250 with 934 members and are 100
members short of beating Post 137 on San Juan in Jacksonville. Post 137 visited us on our Family Day,
and they are aware that we are hot on their tails and plan to overtake them next year!
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Membership (Cont.)

Those of you who have not yet RSVP’d for the Continuous Awards, Volunteer/Employee Awards
Dinner on May 30th, please do so at your earliest convenience, | want to ensure we have enough
of the wonderful food that we will be provided on May 30th!!

Please RSVP to Post57membership@gmail.com or to 904-563-0618 by text or phone.

The Dinner is to be catered by our locally owned Catering For All Occasions (CFAQO) the menu is:

Roast Beef with Au Ju

Parmesan Crusted Chicken

Whipped Mashed Potatoes

Southern Green Beans, Tossed Salad with Ranch and Italian
Dinner Rolls with Butter

Sweet Tea, Unsweet Tea, and infused water

Adult beverages will be available in the Canteen

| hope to see everyone at the May 19th General Assembly meeting to elect our new officers!
Please come be a part of the process in your post!

For God and Country
Kelly Valliere,

First Vice Commander,
Membership Chair

AMERICAN

Scan to go to
www.legion.org

-~

SAVE A VETERAN

BE THEONE

BeTheOne.org
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POST 57

Burgers

Classic Burger
Cheeseburger
Bacon Cheeseburger

Sandwiches

Patty Melt

Hot Dog

Grilled Cheese

Fried Chicken Sandwich
BLT

Chicken Salad Sandwich
Fried Fish Sandwich
Grilled Chicken Sandwich

Chef Salad with Ham

Chef Salad with Chicken Salad
Chef Salad with Grilled Chicken
Chef Salad with Fried Chicken
Small Salad

Scoop Chicken Salad

Extras

Extra Ham

Extra Bacon

Extra Burger Patty
Extra Dressing
Extra Crackers

To Go Boxes

LUNCH
MONDAY THUR FRIDAY
11:00AM TO 1:00PM

Place an onlineorder by
scanningthis QR code

i .
i Appetizers
: Egg Rolls (2) $4.25
: Chicken Strips $7.00
: French Fries $375
________ 1 Onion Rings $4.25
- : Fried Mushrooms $4.75
: Fried Green Beans $4.25
$6.50 : Corn Nuggets $4.25
$4.75 : Jalapeno Peppers $5.25
$4.25 : Mozzarella Sticks $475
$575 | Shrimp $5.75
$5.75 : Potato Skins $5.25
$5.25 : Sampler (any 3 above) $775
$5.50 : Corn Dogs (2) $5.00
$675 1 Curly Fries $4.25
_______ |
@ | Wings & Pizza
$7.25 i 6 Wings $6.50
$725 | 10 Wings $10.25
$e25 ! 10 Wings with Fries $1.75
$8.25 : Whole Pizza $8.25
$2.25 :
$4.00 ‘i‘
|
@ !  Drinks & Candy
|
::iz i Soda $1.50
’ | Water $1.50
$3.50 : Candy $2.50
$50 : Cookies $1.00
$25 1 Chips $75
$.50 !

DINNER
SATURDAY THRU THURSDAY
4:00PM TO 8:00PM

FRIDAYS ARE FAMILY DINNERS
5:30PM TO 7:30PM

AMERICAN LEGION POST 57 - PHONE: (386) 752-7260 - ADDRESS: 2602 SW MAIN BLVD, LAKE CITY, FL 32025

PRICES EFFECTIVE 3/1/2026

Come ] We're

PE

Kitchen Hours:

- Lunch -
Monday Thru Friday
11:00am to 1:00pm

- Dinner -

Saturday Thru Thursday
4:00pm to 8:00pm
Fridays
5:30pm to 7:30pm
Kitchen Phone:
(386) 752-7260

J

Now you can order online
on our website or scan the
QR code on the menu!

Order Online
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Riders

Happy Spring!

My Name is Eric “BossDogg” Daniels | am your new Riders Director, | come from 50 years of riding
experience. | am excited about being a part of this awesome Program! Now onto the Good stuff!

Last month, (April) Chapter 57 rides were represented at the district 3 annual meeting at post 107 McAlpin
Fl.

The Gold Star Family Ride

We hosted the annual Gold star ride with Dinner (slow country boil) and also provided a safe and
comfortable place to rest for the evening. The next day some of our riders rode with them to the domiciliary
located in Lake city for a 1 hr visit before that continued on to their next stop which was in Jacksonville Fl.

Unity Ride
As one of the stops for the northern section on the state er hosted the riders and provided them with lunch
and access to the legions social area.

Fun Ride

The group rode to Coopers for a fund raiser and the Bronson family made a donation for the cause.

With the Riders Dinner and Roadkill Bingo were very successful and for our participants, they had a great
time.

Upcoming Events:

May. On the 23 of May will be our Roadkill Bingo, and May 29 we will be having our friday night dinner.
May 26, 2026 we will be having our elections .

| wish to Thank all those who came out to our Various events this month for your amazing contributions and
support! We will be having our elections on May 26, 2026.

“RIDERS LEAD THE WAY” ﬁ

Eric “BossDogg” Daniels m

Director ===l
= =
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Auxiliary News

The Family Day was an immense success this year. It was well attended and exceeded last year. We
had more booths, more activities, and more items for raffle in the Chinese Auction than last year. We
also welcomed the Legionnaire Dogs as a new booth addition with proceeds going directly to this most
worthy endeavor. Statistics related to costs and attendance will be presented at the May general
meeting. Thank you to all we attended, participated, and helped make this one of our best events of the
year.

The restart of our Junior Program continues to be a focus for the Auxiliary. We are still looking for a
meeting time and day that can yield the most attendance. Any suggestions for this are appreciated. If
you have a child under 18 that you would like to have participate, please let us know, we are trying to
get as many members as possible for this youth group to be successful.

On April 8 th we hosted our regular First Responders luncheon with a great turnout of Columbia
County’s best and bravest. The meal was spectacular as always; thanks Sharon for putting this together.
Thank you also to all of our members who attended and helped to serve. Maybe the next time you are
stopped for speeding you will see a friendly face!

On April 21 the Domiciliary hosted an appreciation dinner for our Legion members to thank us for all we
do for them. Working with the Domiciliary is one of the greatest ways we can fulfill our mission.

Many of our members wore purple this month in honor of Military Child month. It is important to
recognize the families of our military members and veterans in any way that we can.

May is our officer election month to be held at the General Meeting on May19th. If you would like to run
for any position on the Board please contact Maryann Bell, Nominating Committee Chair and your name
will be added to the ballot. You may also be nominated from the floor that night by any member of the
Auxiliary. In order to vote you MUST have your membership card with you. Without the card you will not
be allowed to enter the room. These will be checked at the door. If you do not have a card, please
contact Donna Sessa BEFORE the meeting.

We continue to wish Bill Huggins a continued recovery from his accident. It is great to see him getting
around so well. His presence and leadership at the post is greatly appreciated as he recovers.
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Auxiliary News (Cont.)

Ongoing projects and opportunities to be involved:

We continue to collect soda can pop tops for the Ronald McDonald House. When you have a small (or
large) plastic bag filled you can turn these into the bar, into a large container in the bingo hall or at any
of the Auxiliary meetings. These tops do not need to come exclusively from soda cans. Soup and
vegetable cans are acceptable.

We continue to collect new cosmetic bags to be stuffed with hygiene products. These go to homeless
teens and adult women through various organizations and to school nurses in Columbia County schools
for distribution as needed. If you know of an organization that could use these, please let Donna know
as we have a supply of them in our meeting room closet.

Weegie Garcia is heading a new group offering sewing lessons geared toward quilt making for the Quilts
of Valor. Two dates have been scheduled for this. May13th at 9:00 AM and May 23 rd at 10:00 AM.
Bringing your own portable sewing machine would be helpful. If you are interested, please contact
Weegie.

Dates to remember in May:

May 7th Mothers’ Day Tea at the Domiciliary 2:00PM

May 15 Auxiliary Dinner, serving chicken parmesan — 5:30-7:30

May 16th — District meeting at Lake City This is a voting meeting for District positions. All are invited.
May 16th — Poppy Day at Publix in Lake City from 9:00AM-2:00PM

Look for emails from the Auxiliary if there is more information on the happenings.

Donna Sessa

President Unit 57 Auxiliary
For Spirit of Service, Not Self
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Sons of the American Legion News

As we step into the month of May, we take a moment to reflect on the many accomplishments
and successes our Squadron has recently achieved—and to look ahead with excitement for
what’s to come.

First and foremost, we are proud to announce that Squadron 57 has surpassed 100%
membership! This is a tremendous milestone and a direct reflection of the dedication,
commitment, and pride each of our members brings to the Sons of the American Legion. Thank
you to everyone who renewed, joined, and supported our mission.

We also want to recognize the incredible success of our recent Family Day. It was a wonderful
time filled with fellowship, fun, and community spirit. Events like these remind us of the
importance of bringing our American Legion Family together. We were proud to give away our
raffled gift cards for the youth, and we extend our sincere appreciation to the Honor Guard for
their generous donation of additional gift cards. Your continued support means a great deal to our
Squadron.

We would also like to thank everyone who came out for our Road Kill Bingo—your support
made it another successful and enjoyable event! We're excited to share that May’s Road Kill
Bingo is shaping up to be the best one yet, with even greater prizes and more fun. Be sure to
come out and join us—you won’t want to miss it!

Looking ahead, Squadron elections will be held at this month’s meeting on Tuesday, May 5th, at
6:30 PM, and all officer positions are open. We encourage all members to get involved, step up,
and help lead our Squadron into the future. Your voice, vote, and participation truly matter.

As we move forward, we are filled with motivation and purpose. The Sons of Squadron 57 are
committed to making a difference in honoring the service and sacrifice of our fathers,
grandfathers, and all veterans in our community. There are great things on the horizon, with
many exciting ideas and plans, and we are eager to continue building something meaningful
together.

Thank you all for your continued support, dedication, and pride in what we do.

William Bell JOin us on &"iﬂ;

Squadron 57 Vice Commander %

Facebook! _,%ig"x
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Honor Guard

April has been an exciting month for our Honor Guard.
Friday, April 10, 2026 - Honor Guard held their first and very successful Fish Fry.

Saturday, April 11,2026 - Honor Guard Commander, Kelly Luker, Wayne Hons and Chaplin William
Bell posted Colors at the Catfish Festival in Branford.

Tuesday, April 14,2026 - Kelly and Cheryl Luker painted and laid down carpet in the Armory room.
Room is now finished.

Wednesday, April 15, 2026 - Honor Guard Meeting

During our April's meeting:

Welcomed new member to the HG family, Rick Harris, Army Veteran
Honor Guard members moved into the Armory/ Meeting room
Practiced With rifles on timing

All Military themed baskets and Military Wreath will be raffled off at Family Day Event scheduled
Saturday, April 25th.

Friday, April 17,2026 - HG conducted a flag raising ceremony for Philip Proctor Navy Veteran
We remain committed to honoring our veterans with dignity and respect.

Patty Koon
Public Relations Officer

SCAN ME!
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Honor Guard

Honor Guard
Volunteers Needed

Practice:
Every Third Wednsday at 11:00am at the Post

Interested?
Contact Kelly Luker (386) 213-2369

Page 13



Post Service Officer

May 2026 Newsletter

Summer is on the way! May is a time of reflection for all Veterans! Remembering all of those who gave
all for this Great Nation!

The Origins of Memorial Day

Memorial Day is a federal holiday observed on the last Monday in May to honor the U.S. service
members who died while serving in the Armed Forces. In 2026, it falls on May 25.

The holiday began after the American Civil War, a conflict that claimed over 600,000 lives. In the war’s
aftermath, communities in both the North and South started decorating the graves of fallen soldiers with
flowers and flags. This practice led to the original name: Decoration Day.

On May 5, 1868, Major General John A. Logan, head of the Grand Army of the Republic, issued an
order designating May 30, 1868, as a national day of remembrance. The first major observance took
place at Arlington National Cemetery, where thousands decorated the graves of Union and Confederate
soldiers.

Originally focused on Civil War dead, the holiday expanded after World War | to honor all Americans
who died in military service. The name “Memaorial Day” became official, and in 1971, Congress moved it
to the last Monday in May to create a three-day weekend.

Today, Memorial Day remains a solemn occasion for remembrance, marked by cemetery visits,
parades, moments of silence, and flags flown at half-staff. It serves as a reminder of the sacrifices made
for the nation’s freedom.

Thank you, to all who support the Service Officer fund! You are the reason we are able to help Veterans
in need!

Lisa G. Brown

Veterans Service Officer
Post 57

Lake City, Florida
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Youth

The American Legion Youth would like to send a big, heartfelt THANK YOU to the American Legion Post
#57 Family for throwing a fantastic Family Day Event! We had a blast and are so grateful for all the hard
work and dedication that made this event a memorable success.

Looking ahead, May is shaping up to be an adventure!

Exciting news: our monthly meetings will now be held at the same time as the general membership
meetings, so it's easier than ever for everyone to get involved. Circle your calendars—our next
gathering will be on May 19th from 6:30 PM to 8:00 PM. We hope to see lots of new and familiar faces!

We are also thrilled to announce that the SAL has generously donated funds for a special night at the

Planetarium for our youth members. Stargazing, fun, and friendship await! As we dream up even more
awesome events, remember: the best way to make sure you don’t miss out is to join our meetings and
jump in to help with youth activities. The more, the merrier—plus, it's your ticket to future epic outings!

We can’t wait to see you and be sure to mark your calendar and join us at the May 19th American
Legion Youth meeting! Together, let's keep making those memories and having a great time!

join our

FACEBOOK €)=
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Columbia County Veteran Service Officer

Columbia County Veterans — May Update: We’ve Got Your Six

If you've been putting off filing a claim, appealing a decision, or just figuring out what benefits you've
earned—now’s the time to come see us.

We're seeing more Veterans than ever walk through our doors, and we’re making it easier than ever to
get the help you need. Whether it's disability compensation, increases, dependents, or appeals—we’re
here to help you navigate it and get it done right.

#Y What’s New This Month

We’'re currently looking into bringing adaptive sports and outdoor programs to our area for disabled
Veterans. That means opportunities like fishing trips, recreational activities, and ways to get out, stay
active, and reconnect with other Veterans. If that's something you'd be interested in, let us know—we’re
building this around YOU.

Office Update - Big Improvement

We've brought on a new receptionist, Stephanie Patterson, and I'll tell you straight—it’s been a game
changer.

» Calls are getting answered
« Appointments are running smoother
« Wait times are down

If.you’ve been in recently, you've already seen the difference.
%7 Important Notice
I will be out of the office for training from May 3rd through May 7th.
During that time:
Stephanie will be your go-to

She will get your information, answer questions, and make sure nothing falls through the cracks

Anything that needs my direct attention will be handled as soon as | return.
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Columbia County Veteran Service Officer (Cont.)

! Don’t Wait
We see it all the time—Veterans waiting years to file something they should’ve done sooner.
If you're dealing with:
Denied claims
Low ratings

New conditions
Questions about benefits

Come see us. That's what we’re here for.
Walk in. Call in. Send someone our way.
We’'re here every day working to make sure Veterans in this county get what they’'ve earned.

Respectfully,
Ronnie Beasley
Veterans Service Officer
Columbia County, Florida
R, 386-758-3350
¢ rbeasley@columbiacountyfla.com

Volunteer/Employee and Continuous Membership

W AWARD DINNER W

Dinner will be catered
Casual Attire

May 30th, 2026 at
5:30PM

RSVP by May 15th, 2026

preferred method Email
post57membership@gmail.com
text or call 904-563-0618
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Sea Cadets

Sea Cadets are young men and women aged 10 to 18. We are supported by the U.S. Navy and U.S.
Coast Guard, and our Cadets train on naval bases and other military installations. Sea Cadets gain
unique and valuable experiences that incorporate hands-on learning and teamwork. We meet at the
American Legion in Lake City twice a month for drill. The cadets have many opportunities to go to
training over the summer and winter. If you are interested and would like more information, you can
contact Niki Patterson 303-725-3889. You can also click the link to get more information America's Sea
Cadets - The US Navy’s youth development program.

Our Sea Cadet drills are scheduled for 2025 -2026, These are the drills for the first part of the year.
May 2nd, 2026.

We break for the summer, and cadets go to summer trainings. We start back up with unit drills in
August.

Sea Cadet fundraiser dinners are schedule as followed for until the end of this year:

May 1st, 2026, July 31st, 2026.
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Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

1

Red Shirt Friday
Sea Cadets Friday
Night Dinner
5:30pm-7:30pm
Karaoke 6:30pm
Texas Hold'em
7:00pm

Saturday

2

Sea Cadet Drill
8:00am-3:30pm
Paddle Auction
5:00pm-7:00pm
Queen of Hearts
6:00pm

3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Bingo 3pm & Bingo 3pm & SAL Squadron 57 Post Closed for Mother's Day Tea Red Shirt Friday SAL Roadkill Bingo
6:45pm 6:45pm Meeting 6:30pm- Generator Install at the Domiciliary Legion Friday 5:00pm-7:00pm
Texas Hold'em 7:30pm 2:00pm Night Dinner Queen of Hearts
7:00pm Marine Corps Bingo 3pm & 5:30pm-7:30pm 6:00pm
League Meeting 6:45pm Texas Hold'em
6:30pm-7:30pm 7:00 PM
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
Mother’s Day Bingo 3pm & Legion & Auxiliary Auxiliary / Quilts of Bingo 3pm & Red Shirt Friday Sea Cadet Drill
Bingo 3pm & 6:45pm Executive Meeting Valor Basic 6:45pm Auxiliary Friday 8:00am-3:30pm
6:45pm Texas Hold'em 6:30pm-7:30pm Sewing Class Night Dinner Poppy Day at
7:00pm 9:00am 5:30pm-7:30pm Publix 9:00am
$1.75 Draft Texas Hold'em 3rd District DCC
Auxiliary Bingo 7:00 PM 5:00pm-7:00pm
(Domiciliary) Paddle Auction
6:00pm-7:30pm 5:00pm-7:00pm
Queen of Hearts
6:00pm
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
Bingo 3pm & Bingo 3pm & Legion & Auxiliary Honor Guard Bingo 3pm & Red Shirt Friday Auxiliary / Quilts of
6:45pm 6:45pm General Practice 11:00am 6:45pm SAL Friday Night Valor Basic
DAV Meeting Membership $1.75 Draft Dinner 5:30pm- Sewing Class
4:45pm-5:45pm Meeting 7:30pm 10:00am
Texas Hold'em 6:30pm-7:30pm %) AN SL Texas Hold'em Rider's Roadkill
7:00pm Youth Meeting N ~ i 7:00 PM Bingo 5:00pm-
6:30pm-8:00pm - @ 7:00pm
‘ Queen of Hearts
6:00pm
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
Bingo 3pm & Memorial Day Rider's Meeting $1.75 Draft Bingo 3pm & Red Shirt Friday Employee and
6:45pm Observance, Post 6:30pm-7:30pm Legion Bingo 6:45pm Rider’s Friday Volunteer Dinner
Everlasting (Domiciliary) Night Dinner 5:30pm-8:30pm
11:00am-3:00pm 6:00pm-7:30pm 5:30pm-7:30pm Queen of Hearts
Bingo 3pm & Texas Hold'em 6:00pm
6:45pm 7:00 PM
Texas Hold'em
7:00pm
30
Bingo 3pm &

6:45pm
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	Commanders Corner
	A reminder to all Legionnaires, May is time for the elections, they will be held on Tuesday, May19th at the General Meeting. Everyone attending the meeting must be in possession of your current 2026 American Legion Card.
	I have enjoyed representing our members as your Commander and asking you for your support for one more year. You are my family and the board and I are continually trying to improve the Post and look forward to that opportunity.
	Finally, after almost 8 months we have new information regarding the back-up generator!
	The post will be closed all day, Wednesday, May 6th for the final installation of the generator and will re-open per normal schedule on Thursday.
	District 3 Constitutional Conference will be held on Saturday, May 16 at 4:00. This is where our District Officers are elected and any revisions to policies and procedures are voted on. All members are encouraged to attend and show our strength within the District. Lunch will be provided from 1-3 pm and is being provided by Post 423.
	On Monday, May 25th, the post will recognize Memorial day with a program to be held in the bingo hall, there will be a dignified flag disposal, Post Everlasting for members we have lost this year in their remembrance.
	Saturday, May 30th we will have our Employee/Volunteer appreciation dinner, invitations have been sent, PLEASE RSVP prior to May 15th as this is being catered so ALL employees and volunteers may enjoy their recognition.
	Bingo is every Sun, Mon and Thurs, afternoon begins at 3:00 and evening at 6:45.
	Queen of Hearts every Saturday at 6:00 in the lounge.
	Draft beer every Wednesday and Saturday $1.75 all day
	VOLUNTEER OF THE MONTH IS CAROLYN ANDERSON THANK YOU FOR ALL YOU AND ALL OUR VOLUNTEERS DO!

	Commanders Corner (Cont.)
	Post 57


	Online
	Calendar
	Chaplain
	As we enter the month of May, we find ourselves in a season filled with both responsibility and reflection. It is a time when we look ahead with hope, while also looking back with deep gratitude.
	This month, we prepare for one of the most sacred days we observe—Memorial Day. It is more than a holiday; it is a solemn reminder of the men and women who gave their lives in service to our nation. Their sacrifice is not forgotten, and it is our duty to honor them not only in ceremony, but in how we live each day—with unity, respect, and a continued commitment to serving others.
	May also brings an important time for our Post as we hold our officer elections. Leadership within the American Legion is not just about titles—it is about service, dedication, and a willingness to carry forward the mission of supporting our veterans, our families, and our community. I encourage each member to be prayerful and thoughtful during this process, supporting those who step forward to lead and remaining united as one Post family.
	We are in a time where rain is much needed for our land, our crops, and our community. Just as we depend on one another, we also depend on God’s provision. Let this be a time where we come together in faith, asking for His blessings not only in our Post, but in our environment and daily lives.
	Through it all, let us continue to be a light in our community—checking on one another, lifting each other up, and remembering that no one stands alone here at Post 57.
	For God and Country,
	William Bell  Chaplain


	Observance and Post Everlasting Ceremony
	May 25th at 11:00am
	Membership
	Welcome to May Military Month!
	Post goal:     840     Percentage of goal Achieved:  110.36%  Total Paid Memberships:  927   New Members:   205      Renewals:    639      Transfers from 400and 400_AD (cyber posts):   15  Transfers in: 60      Transfers out: 39
	Our current numbers for the year are: 943 paid members 112.26% 209 new members for Approximately
	Let’s all welcome our new members and our transfers voted in on April 21, 2026:
	Just a reminder…Early Bird renewals begin on July 1, 2026. You will start seeing renewal notices in August 2026.
	We are still at number 4 for new members but are the only post in that category with over 101% of goal. Post 138 has just made 100.24% and Lady Lake and Madeira Beach are very close to their 100%.I want to extend our thanks for a job well done to all our members who keep recruiting to our post! We are well on our way to being the largest Post in all of North Florida. This has always been a personal goal of mine and I think we can do it!!  We have passed Middleburg Post 250 with 934 members and are 100 members short of beating Post 137 on San Juan in Jacksonville. Post 137 visited us on our Family Day, and they are aware that we are hot on their tails and plan to overtake them next year!

	Membership (Cont.)
	Those of you who have not yet RSVP’d for the Continuous Awards, Volunteer/Employee Awards Dinner on May 30th, please do so at your earliest convenience, I want to ensure we have enough of the wonderful food that we will be provided on May 30th!!  Please RSVP to Post57membership@gmail.com or to 904-563-0618 by text or phone.
	The Dinner is to be catered by our locally owned Catering For All Occasions (CFAO) the menu is:
	Roast Beef with Au Ju Parmesan Crusted Chicken Whipped Mashed Potatoes Southern Green Beans, Tossed Salad with Ranch and Italian Dinner Rolls with Butter Sweet Tea, Unsweet Tea, and infused water Adult beverages will be available in the Canteen
	I hope to see everyone at the May 19th General Assembly meeting to elect our new officers! Please come be a part of the process in your post!
	For God and Country Kelly Valliere, First Vice Commander,  Membership Chair
	Scan to go to www.legion.org

	American Legion

	MENU
	Appetizers
	Burgers
	$6.00 $6.50 $7.00

	Sandwiches
	Salads
	Wings & Pizza
	Extras
	Drinks & Candy
	$1.50 $1.50 $2.50 $1.00 $.75

	Kitchen Hours:  - Lunch - Monday Thru Friday 11:00am to 1:00pm - Dinner - Saturday Thru Thursday 4:00pm to 8:00pm Fridays 5:30pm to 7:30pm Kitchen Phone: (386) 752-7260
	Now you can order online on our website or scan the QR code on the menu!

	Riders
	Happy Spring!
	My Name is Eric “BossDogg” Daniels I am your new Riders Director, I come from 50 years of riding experience. I am excited about being a part of this awesome Program! Now onto the Good stuff!
	Last month, (April) Chapter 57 rides were represented at the district 3 annual meeting at post 107 McAlpin Fl.
	The Gold Star Family Ride  We hosted the annual Gold star ride with Dinner (slow country boil) and also provided a safe and comfortable place to rest for the evening. The next day some of our riders rode with them to the domiciliary located in Lake city for a 1 hr visit before that continued on to their next stop which was in Jacksonville Fl.
	Unity Ride  As one of the stops for the northern section on the state er hosted the riders and provided them with lunch and access to the legions social area.
	Fun Ride  The group rode to Coopers for a fund raiser and the Bronson family made a donation for the cause.  With the Riders Dinner and Roadkill Bingo were very successful and for our participants, they had a great time.
	Upcoming Events:  May. On the 23 of May will be our Roadkill Bingo, and May 29 we will be having our friday night dinner.  May 26, 2026 we will be having our elections . I wish to Thank all those who came out to our Various events this month for your amazing contributions and support! We will be having our elections on May 26, 2026.
	“RIDERS LEAD THE WAY”
	Eric “BossDogg” Daniels  Director


	Auxiliary News
	The Family Day was an immense success this year. It was well attended and exceeded last year. We had more booths, more activities, and more items for raffle in the Chinese Auction than last year. We also welcomed the Legionnaire Dogs as a new booth addition with proceeds going directly to this most worthy endeavor. Statistics related to costs and attendance will be presented at the May general meeting. Thank you to all we attended, participated, and helped make this one of our best events of the year.
	The restart of our Junior Program continues to be a focus for the Auxiliary. We are still looking for a meeting time and day that can yield the most attendance. Any suggestions for this are appreciated. If you have a child under 18 that you would like to have participate, please let us know, we are trying to get as many members as possible for this youth group to be successful.
	On April 8 th we hosted our regular First Responders luncheon with a great turnout of Columbia County’s best and bravest. The meal was spectacular as always; thanks Sharon for putting this together. Thank you also to all of our members who attended and helped to serve. Maybe the next time you are stopped for speeding you will see a friendly face!
	On April 21 the Domiciliary hosted an appreciation dinner for our Legion members to thank us for all we do for them. Working with the Domiciliary is one of the greatest ways we can fulfill our mission.
	Many of our members wore purple this month in honor of Military Child month. It is important to recognize the families of our military members and veterans in any way that we can.
	May is our officer election month to be held at the General Meeting on May19th. If you would like to run for any position on the Board please contact Maryann Bell, Nominating Committee Chair and your name will be added to the ballot. You may also be nominated from the floor that night by any member of the Auxiliary. In order to vote you MUST have your membership card with you. Without the card you will not be allowed to enter the room. These will be checked at the door. If you do not have a card, please contact Donna Sessa BEFORE the meeting.
	We continue to wish Bill Huggins a continued recovery from his accident. It is great to see him getting around so well. His presence and leadership at the post is greatly appreciated as he recovers.

	Auxiliary News (Cont.)
	Ongoing projects and opportunities to be involved:
	We continue to collect soda can pop tops for the Ronald McDonald House. When you have a small (or large) plastic bag filled you can turn these into the bar, into a large container in the bingo hall or at any of the Auxiliary meetings. These tops do not need to come exclusively from soda cans. Soup and vegetable cans are acceptable.
	We continue to collect new cosmetic bags to be stuffed with hygiene products. These go to homeless teens and adult women through various organizations and to school nurses in Columbia County schools for distribution as needed. If you know of an organization that could use these, please let Donna know as we have a supply of them in our meeting room closet.
	Weegie Garcia is heading a new group offering sewing lessons geared toward quilt making for the Quilts of Valor. Two dates have been scheduled for this. May13th at 9:00 AM and May 23 rd at 10:00 AM. Bringing your own portable sewing machine would be helpful. If you are interested, please contact Weegie.

	Dates to remember in May:
	May 7th Mothers’ Day Tea at the Domiciliary 2:00PM
	May 15 Auxiliary Dinner, serving chicken parmesan – 5:30-7:30
	May 16th – District meeting at Lake City This is a voting meeting for District positions. All are invited.
	May 16th – Poppy Day at Publix in Lake City from 9:00AM-2:00PM
	Look for emails from the Auxiliary if there is more information on the happenings.
	Donna Sessa President Unit 57 Auxiliary For Spirit of Service, Not Self

	Sons of the American Legion News
	As we step into the month of May, we take a moment to reflect on the many accomplishments and successes our Squadron has recently achieved—and to look ahead with excitement for what’s to come.
	First and foremost, we are proud to announce that Squadron 57 has surpassed 100% membership! This is a tremendous milestone and a direct reflection of the dedication, commitment, and pride each of our members brings to the Sons of the American Legion. Thank you to everyone who renewed, joined, and supported our mission.
	We also want to recognize the incredible success of our recent Family Day. It was a wonderful time filled with fellowship, fun, and community spirit. Events like these remind us of the importance of bringing our American Legion Family together. We were proud to give away our raffled gift cards for the youth, and we extend our sincere appreciation to the Honor Guard for their generous donation of additional gift cards. Your continued support means a great deal to our Squadron.
	We would also like to thank everyone who came out for our Road Kill Bingo—your support made it another successful and enjoyable event! We’re excited to share that May’s Road Kill Bingo is shaping up to be the best one yet, with even greater prizes and more fun. Be sure to come out and join us—you won’t want to miss it!
	Looking ahead, Squadron elections will be held at this month’s meeting on Tuesday, May 5th, at 6:30 PM, and all officer positions are open. We encourage all members to get involved, step up, and help lead our Squadron into the future. Your voice, vote, and participation truly matter.
	As we move forward, we are filled with motivation and purpose. The Sons of Squadron 57 are committed to making a difference in honoring the service and sacrifice of our fathers, grandfathers, and all veterans in our community. There are great things on the horizon, with many exciting ideas and plans, and we are eager to continue building something meaningful together.
	Thank you all for your continued support, dedication, and pride in what we do.
	William Bell Squadron 57 Vice Commander


	Join us on Facebook!
	Honor Guard
	April has been an exciting month for our Honor Guard.
	Friday, April 10, 2026 - Honor Guard held their first and very successful Fish Fry.
	Saturday, April 11,2026 - Honor Guard Commander, Kelly Luker, Wayne Hons and Chaplin William Bell posted Colors at the Catfish Festival in Branford.
	Tuesday, April 14,2026 - Kelly and Cheryl Luker painted and laid down carpet in the Armory room. Room is now finished.
	Wednesday, April 15, 2026 - Honor Guard Meeting
	During our April's meeting:
	Welcomed new member to the HG family, Rick Harris, Army Veteran
	Honor Guard members moved into the Armory/ Meeting room
	Practiced With rifles on timing
	All Military themed baskets and Military Wreath will be raffled off at Family Day Event scheduled Saturday, April 25th.
	Friday, April 17,2026 - HG conducted a flag raising ceremony for Philip Proctor Navy Veteran
	We remain committed to honoring our veterans with dignity and respect.
	Patty Koon Public Relations Officer
	Honor Guard

	Honor Guard Volunteers Needed
	Practice: Every Third Wednsday at 11:00am at the Post
	Interested? Contact Kelly Luker (386) 213-2369

	Post Service Officer
	May 2026 Newsletter
	Summer is on the way! May is a time of reflection for all Veterans! Remembering all of those who gave all for this Great Nation!
	The Origins of Memorial Day
	Memorial Day is a federal holiday observed on the last Monday in May to honor the U.S. service members who died while serving in the Armed Forces. In 2026, it falls on May 25.
	The holiday began after the American Civil War, a conflict that claimed over 600,000 lives. In the war’s aftermath, communities in both the North and South started decorating the graves of fallen soldiers with flowers and flags. This practice led to the original name: Decoration Day.
	On May 5, 1868, Major General John A. Logan, head of the Grand Army of the Republic, issued an order designating May 30, 1868, as a national day of remembrance. The first major observance took place at Arlington National Cemetery, where thousands decorated the graves of Union and Confederate soldiers.
	Originally focused on Civil War dead, the holiday expanded after World War I to honor all Americans who died in military service. The name “Memorial Day” became official, and in 1971, Congress moved it to the last Monday in May to create a three-day weekend.
	Today, Memorial Day remains a solemn occasion for remembrance, marked by cemetery visits, parades, moments of silence, and flags flown at half-staff. It serves as a reminder of the sacrifices made for the nation’s freedom.
	Thank you, to all who support the Service Officer fund! You are the reason we are able to help Veterans in need!
	Lisa G. Brown Veterans Service Officer  Post 57 Lake City, Florida
	Youth
	The American Legion Youth would like to send a big, heartfelt THANK YOU to the American Legion Post #57 Family for throwing a fantastic Family Day Event! We had a blast and are so grateful for all the hard work and dedication that made this event a memorable success.
	Looking ahead, May is shaping up to be an adventure!
	Exciting news: our monthly meetings will now be held at the same time as the general membership meetings, so it’s easier than ever for everyone to get involved. Circle your calendars—our next gathering will be on May 19th from 6:30 PM to 8:00 PM. We hope to see lots of new and familiar faces!
	We are also thrilled to announce that the SAL has generously donated funds for a special night at the Planetarium for our youth members. Stargazing, fun, and friendship await! As we dream up even more awesome events, remember: the best way to make sure you don’t miss out is to join our meetings and jump in to help with youth activities. The more, the merrier—plus, it’s your ticket to future epic outings!
	We can’t wait to see you and be sure to mark your calendar and join us at the May 19th American Legion Youth meeting! Together, let’s keep making those memories and having a great time!
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	Columbia County Veteran Service Officer
	Columbia County Veterans – May Update: We’ve Got Your Six
	If you’ve been putting off filing a claim, appealing a decision, or just figuring out what benefits you’ve earned—now’s the time to come see us.
	We’re seeing more Veterans than ever walk through our doors, and we’re making it easier than ever to get the help you need. Whether it’s disability compensation, increases, dependents, or appeals—we’re here to help you navigate it and get it done right.
	🔥 What’s New This Month
	We’re currently looking into bringing adaptive sports and outdoor programs to our area for disabled Veterans. That means opportunities like fishing trips, recreational activities, and ways to get out, stay active, and reconnect with other Veterans. If that’s something you’d be interested in, let us know—we’re building this around YOU.
	👊 Office Update – Big Improvement
	We’ve brought on a new receptionist, Stephanie Patterson, and I’ll tell you straight—it’s been a game changer.
	Calls are getting answered
	Appointments are running smoother
	Wait times are down
	If you’ve been in recently, you’ve already seen the difference.
	📅 Important Notice
	I will be out of the office for training from May 3rd through May 7th.
	During that time: 👉 Stephanie will be your go-to 👉 She will get your information, answer questions, and make sure nothing falls through the cracks
	Anything that needs my direct attention will be handled as soon as I return.

	Sea Cadets
	Sea Cadets are young men and women aged 10 to 18. We are supported by the U.S. Navy and U.S. Coast Guard, and our Cadets train on naval bases and other military installations. Sea Cadets gain unique and valuable experiences that incorporate hands-on learning and teamwork. We meet at the American Legion in Lake City twice a month for drill. The cadets have many opportunities to go to training over the summer and winter. If you are interested and would like more information, you can contact Niki Patterson 303-725-3889. You can also click the link to get more information America's Sea Cadets - The US Navy’s youth development program.
	Our Sea Cadet drills are scheduled for 2025 -2026, These are the drills for the first part of the year.   May 2nd, 2026.
	We break for the summer, and cadets go to summer trainings. We start back up with unit drills in August.
	Sea Cadet fundraiser dinners are schedule as followed for until the end of this year:
	May 1st, 2026, July 31st, 2026.
	CHECK US OUT ON
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